
Dear Families of Senior Students, August 1, 2022

We hope you have been enjoying your summer! While there is still another month until we begin school, you might be
starting to think about buying school supplies and taking advantage of store sales in the coming weeks. The 2nd page of this
letter contains a list of supplies that you’ll need to have as we begin school in just a few short weeks. The time will fly by, so
you may want to begin gathering the items.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to the Annex and the Senior Class for the coming school year. We are also
thrilled to welcome a new teacher to our team this year, Tim Malloy. Some of you may know Tim from the substitute teaching
he did at NBS last year, or you may know his family: Tristen who will be in Early Primary this year, Mac who will be in Primary
Yellow, and Tim’s wife, Molly. Having been a tutor for many years, Tim loves helping students find their way into the material
and looks forward to getting to know everyone and learning a lot himself!  Your core team of teachers this year includes
Maggie and Tim for Math and Science, and Taylor for Humanities, Reading, and Writers Workshop.  In addition to our core
classes, we also will enjoy Electives with the Senior/Middle School teaching team, Art with Karen, and Chorus with Katrien.

The curriculum for this year is one of our favorites! This fall, Taylor will delve into Early Life on Earth, Dinosaurs, and
Early Humans, creating a timeline that reaches as far back as Earth’s beginning. You’ll begin science this year with Maggie and
Tim, investigating favorite topics that match up with Humanities as we learn more about fossils, plate tectonics, the Ring of
Fire, earthquakes, and rock identification as part of our Geology study. The fall will also include a closer look at Arthropods,
both modern and ancient, Charles Darwin and his ideas about Evolution, and a unit on Early Mammals. Later on we'll compare
the skeletons of various animals, and put together the bones of a baby bear skeleton in a Comparative Anatomy study.

Maggie and Tim look forward to building on students’ terrific progress last year in math. We will ask kids to question,
look for patterns, and find multiple and varied solutions to interesting problems. In line with our NBS philosophy, we foster an
environment in which it’s okay to try strategies that don’t work out. We learn from our mistakes and the need to find other
ways to envision a problem and arrive at a solution. Together, we will engage in rich discussion to both understand a problem,
and share our strategies and solutions. Math class is a time to build our skills while we learn and interact with each other.

Taylor is busy pulling together exciting new books for this year's reading program in diverse genres that connect to the
themes we’ll explore across disciplines. She can’t wait to build our community in Writer’s Workshop, where we’ll support one
another’s growth as writers through journaling, sharing, and responding. She brings her life-long passion for reading and
writing to all of her classes and is looking forward to helping students continue to develop their reading skills and tastes.

If you haven’t already begun your summer reading assignment, now’s the perfect time! Fifth graders are reading Peak
by Roland Smith and sixth graders are reading The Incredible Magic of Being by Kathryn Erskine. All students are writing three
different journal entries about the book (on a piece of paper or in a Google doc to share with Taylor). You can write about
anything in response to the book, and you can use the stems on the bookmark you received with the book to help jumpstart
your journal entries. A paragraph per entry is a good length. The due date for summer reading is the first day of school. Please
email Taylor at taylorb@nbsva.org with any questions, and happy reading!

We will share more information as the start of school gets nearer. Meanwhile, enjoy the rest of your summer! We
hope you’re spending lots of time playing outside, seeing family and friends, and having lots of adventures. We also hope
you’re finding time to get lost in a book several times a week!

We’d love to have you join us for the Parent Workday on Saturday, August 20, to help get the school ready for a new
year. Also, we look forward to seeing you at our Back-to-School Night before school begins on Tuesday, August 30. You are
invited to attend this hour-long informational session during one of two time slots: 4-5pm or 6-7pm. We will be eager to see
your children when school begins on September 1.

The Senior Team

Maggie, Tim, and Taylor

Please read the next two pages of our detailed supply list carefully. Contact one of us if you have any questions.

Tim’s email: timm@nbsva.org Maggie’s email: maggieb@nbsva.org Taylor’s email: taylorb@nbsva.org



Seniors’ Supply List - 2022 - 2023

Please obtain the following items before the start of school. We hope you will be able to take advantage of summer sales.

***Please feel free to reuse folders, notebooks, and supplies that are in good shape. They do not need to be new.***

A water bottle, with your child’s name written on it in permanent marker

A well-fitting facemask that your child is comfortable wearing. At this point in time, we expect that masks will be worn

indoors; outdoor use is expected to be optional.

A pencil case (box or pouch), large enough to hold the following items. Last year, some students also had a decorative

photo box that could hold more art supplies. You might want to consider purchasing one of these as well, if your child

is interested. We do have a handful of these boxes at school, but not enough for everyone.

pencils -- pack of 10 or 12, with extras at home

an eraser - the pink or white rectangular erasers work well

hand-held pencil sharpener - the simple small plastic ones with a cover to catch the shavings

whiteboard markers - a 4-pack is enough

scissors - The small Fiskar style works well, but you can choose; nothing fancy or large is needed.

earphones/buds - Your child should have their own pair for use throughout the year. Please label.

highlighters - 1 each of yellow, pink, and green

black sharpies (optional) - 1 fine, 1 ultra-fine

For the Classroom:

Please choose 2 items from the following list to donate to the classroom:

box of tissues, dispenser or refill bottle of hand soap or dish soap, dry-erase classroom markers, wide-ruled

lined notebook paper

For use at Home:

An eraser, colored pencils, markers, a pencil sharpener, pencils

Subject Folders and Notebooks Needed:

just one 1-inch 3-ring binder of any color w/ three dividers and a pocket in the front or back for Taylor’s classes:

Humanities, Writer’s Workshop, and Reading

a GREEN or science-themed pocket folder for Science

For Grade-6 math students: a RED 3-ring binder with a pocket in the front or back (½” size is preferred, but no bigger

than 1”, please)

For Grade-5 math students: a RED or math-themed pocket folder

a PURPLE or music-themed pocket folder for music

a sketchbook to use at home and in Art class. It should be 8.5” x 11” or larger. It does not have to be new. If you

already have a sketchbook that you are using, that is great: please keep using it!

You may have had a WHITE 1-inch 3-ring binder for Spanish in a previous year. If so, please bring this with you. If you

do not already have this, you do not need to get one at this time.

We’ll supply: curriculum materials, a small whiteboard, ruler, protractor, and calculator, and supplies for special projects


